A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
Scottish, and Welsh members supporting that Government had
not a sufficient majority over their opponents to outweigh those
opponents plus the Irish vote.
As English politics were arranged for a succession in office
between the two parties, this threat by an alien body to upset
the working of the rotating machine was very grave. The danger
would have been eliminated, of course, by getting rid of the
party system, but the thing was too deeply ingrained in English
habits to be disposed of; it was the vitality of the party system,
the sincerity with which it was accepted by the rank and file
of the English voters and the activity with which it was conducted
by their leaders, that gave the Nationalist group under Parnell
their opportunity.
At first the danger at Westminster and the active menace
within Ireland itself was made by force alone. But even during
this phase England, in her new relations with the United States,
was disturbed to see what a great effect the Irish millions in that
country were having. Parnell visited America in 1879, addressed
the House of Representatives, spoke to great meetings, and made
at Cincinnati the famous pronouncement, " None of us ... will
be satisfied until we have destroyed the last link which keeps
Ireland bound to England."s/
In 1 88 1 Parnell was arrested and thrown into Kilmainham
Gaol. Mr Forster, the Quaker who had sponsored (and sincerely
believed in) the new movement for compulsory and universal
education in his own country, had been given the department
of Ireland in the English Ministry. His remedy against the
sporadic popular Irish revolt was coercion — the keeping down
of the Irish people by force. And he was the more attracted to
this solution by the violent agitation which the arrest and im-
prisonment of the national leader had aroused. But already the
effect of the obstructive weapon at Westminster was being felt.
An effort to modify ParnelTs attitude was made, and there was
struck with him in his prison what was called the
Treaty: coercion was to be more mildly applied, and Parnell in
return would support the Liberal Party pending certain further
negotiations. Forster, the passionate believer in physical force
for the repression of the Irish, resigned, and in his place was sent
Lord Frederick Cavendish, the son of the Duke of Devonshire,
a member of one of the very wealthiest of the English families
dating from the Reformation, On May 6 of that same year
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